A HISTORY OF POLAND
in the hope of securing the support of die starving Polish
workers and peasants.
In this historic moment, when Poland, like Russia,
might have been plunged at the moment of liberation
from an oppressive regime into a long period of anarchy
and civil war, Pilsudski's arrival in Warsaw was provi-
dential. Under his imperious leadership and stern
discipline the various warring elements in the country
became united. The Lublin government almost im-
mediately submitted to his authority, and die Regency
Council followed. The difficult task of reconciling the
new administration in Poland, largely composed of
anti-Czarist revolutionaries like Pilsudski, with the com-
mittee in Paris headed by Roman Dmowski and odier
more conservative Polish leaders, who had placed their
hopes in Russia, was overcome by a fortuitous colla-
boration between Pilsudski and Padercwski. The great
musician, who had so ably represented the cause of Poland
in America, returned to Warsaw soon after the liberation
of Pilsudski, and was greeted with hardly less enthusiasm.
Paderewski was invited to become the first Prime
Minister of an independent Polish government, while
Pilsudski remained Chief of State. In February 1919
a Constituent Assembly met in Warsaw to vote a pro-
visional Constitution. To diis assembly Pilsudski for-
mally relinquished his powers, but was re-entrusted with
them, and he continued to act as Chief of State until the
first regularly elected Polish Parliament assembled in
1922.
Meanwhile die frontiers of the new Polish State were
being drawn in Paris. The lifelong dispute between
Pilsudski and Dmow?ki had arisen partly from their
different attitudes towards Germany and Poland, and
their different conceptions of the policy of a restored
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